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DEVELOPING NANOTECHNOLOGIES

• To build sustainable relationships 
between stakeholders

• Policy, Research, Industry, Civil 
Society, Citizens

• Bringing people together via co-
creation by means of multiple 
engagement activities – levels of 
participation?

• Three pilot countries: Czech Republic 
(food), the Netherlands (health) and 
Spain (energy)





CITIZEN CONSULTATION
• Bringing in values and needs, new ideas; and being able to



FIRST ROUND OF 
STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOPS
• Discussing outcomes of the citizen

consultation
• Suggestions for further development
• Raising awareness, stimulating collaboration
• Views on co-creation



ONLINE QUESTIONNAIRE 
• Assessing nanotechnologies – for the

three areas of applications (health, 
energy and food)

• E.g., ranking values; assessing product 
suggestions; views on co-creation

• Samples from 5 countries (Czech
Republic, Netherlands, Spain + Denmark, 
Ireland)

• Outcomes: Emphasis on well-being and
safety. 



SECOND ROUND 
OF STAKEHOLDER 
WORKSHOPS

Illustrator Tonke Koppelaar

Building relationships

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sc47C07EbWM&feature=emb_logo




LESSONS LEARNED FROM GONANO
• Citizens are able to add value (e.g. to 

developing new nanotechology applications)
• Stakeholders benefit also from active 

participation
• Co-creation has many possible engagement 

forms. This also applies for participatory 
research in a broader sense

• Need to continue efforts to enhance a 
sustainable relationship

• Building a science-society community comes 
with benefits and challenges

• E.g., What happens with the community after 
the (professional) facilitator / moderator has 
left? 



EVALUATIONS

To evaluate how co-creation 
contributes to public and mutual 
understanding of nanotechnology 
and how they contribute to building 
trust between citizens, public and 
private institutions.

• Post-measurements: 
questionnaires and follow-up 
interviews



WAYS FORWARD FOR REFLECTION?

• Participatory research, e.g. co-creation is a 
flexible way of engaging citizens and other 
stakeholders

• Tangible results can be challenging
• Engaging audiences can be achieved in 

many ways
• A sustainable science-society relationship 

is a long-term process which needs 
maintenance (with many encounters, 
efforts and activities) 

• A responsible science-society relationship 
includes studying the effects of 
participatory research



THANK YOU!

• Dr. Anne M. Dijkstra 
a.m.dijkstra@utwente.nl

• Sikke Jansma

www.gonano-project.eu

GoNano is a Coordination and Support 
Action funded by the European Union 
under the NMBP Programme of Horizon 
2020, Grant Agreement n° 768622. 

Save the date
Final Conference GoNano
24 & 25 June 2020 in Brussels

Other EU projects
NUCLEUS (2015-2019)
Grant Agreement n° 664932

RRI2SCALE (started 1 January 2020)
Grant Agreement n° 872526

mailto:a.m.dijkstra@utwente.nl
http://www.nucleus-project.eu/
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